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UPDATES FOR TRAVELOGUE
THE EXPECTATIONS WITH ONE ADJUSTMENT:
Your travelogues are due in two halves.  There should be one entry for each day readings are assigned, including for the days UT was closed (the second half of Śakuntalā, the 1001 Nights and the first half of Inferno).  There are no readings or travelogue entries assigned for the last week of the semester.
You should have 11 entries (Medea to The Narrow Road) completed to submit on the 23rd March
You should have 12 entries (the first section of Faust to "The Way to Poppy Street") completed to submit on the 29th April.
[Please note the change above:  Even though you will read the first third of Faust before spring break, and the second section before the due date of the 23d, we will consider your first batch of entries complete without these two.  If you do complete them over spring break, of course, you are welcome to submit them on the 23rd.  If you prefer to take a little longer on these two entries, they should be included in the second batch and submitted on the 29th.]
ONE ADDITIONAL ADJUSTMENT:
When we evaluate the travelogues, WE WILL DROP THE LOWEST ONE (FROM EACH HALF) FOR A TOTAL OF TWO.  Your least successful entry may simply be incomplete or missing with no penalty.  Our hope is that having one fewer entry to worry about before the 23rd, and one fewer before the 29th, will be helpful as you complete the assignments for this course and your other courses, while balancing other pressures you may have this spring.  If you prefer to submit a complete set for one or both halves, your TA will drop one from each in your favor.
Original Travelogue Prompt (10%+10% of final grade, due via Canvas prior to the class meeting)
This course is an imaginary journey through time and space, using literary texts to enable our voyage. Like other travelers, you are asked to create a “Travelogue” over the course of the semester. These entries may be typed into a Word document or may be neatly handwritten.  If you choose to handwrite them, you will need to photograph your entries and upload the images as .pdfs to Canvas.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This Travelogue is intended to allow you a less formal and more personal way of interacting with varied works drawn from so many different travelers. While less formal than an essay, it is not a private journal and will be evaluated for content based on the LAD. Please remember that the 5 steps are a pre-writing process, and that you will only submit a final integrated paragraph.
The goal of the assignment is two-fold:
1. It replaces scored quizzes and allows you to demonstrate that you are current in your reading.  While you may refer to the visual materials on the syllabus, your primary focus should be the reading.
2. It assists you in understanding what kind of analytic engagement with the course materials will be expected in the more formal assignments in a relatively less high-stakes context.
What Must You Do?
Concretely, the Travelogue will consist of two entries each week containing your impressions of the materials assigned for that day.  You do not need to make entries for Gilgamesh.  You will collect the entries and upload them in two batches on the due dates via Canvas.
Prior to coming to class, and after you do the assigned reading, you must make a separate entry for each day’s reading for the rest of the semester unless no readings are assigned for the day.  Each entry should be about half a page (100 words) long. Please kept the entries short. Entries that summarize the reading, but offer no analytical engagement will not receive a score of better than 6 or 7 out of 10.
Preparing these entries will allow us to give you feedback on how you are responding the course materials so that you can develop the analytic skills which will be assessed on the more formal assignments. These entries will assist you in picking topics for your more formal written assignments.
For each of the entries, you may choose any details or themes from the works for the day, any images which you found powerful, and events or characters which you found memorable but they should reflect having read the entire selection assigned.
You will be evaluated based on what you turn in on the due date. The score for incomplete Travelogues will be lowered, and late entries will be marked down for tardiness. This assignment is quick and even entertaining if you make your entries consistently and keep the Travelogue current. It is a real nuisance to complete in a rush if you get behind.
Finally, there is no correct answer to this assignment, no need to agree with critics, the TAs or with me about what the works mean or suggest, and no single format which you must use for the entries. If you decide to include personal experiences, please be sure to connect them to the readings.  The entire Travelogue may be informal and conversational. Each time you sit down to do the reading just open the Travelogue document on your desktop and add a new entry.
If you have any doubts about your entries please show one or two to your TA or to me during office hours. We will be able to read them and give you advice and comments on how to improve them.
Please enjoy finding passages, images, and issues in the works which excite and intrigue you. I thank you in advance for spending a few minutes sharing your ideas thoughtfully with us.
