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Dante’s Infernos:

Real and Imaginary

Sandro Boticelli
“Posthumous

Portrait of
Dante Alighieri” 

(1495)
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“Battle between Heraclius and Chosroes”
(Church of San Francesco, Arezzo, c. 14600

Dante’s Grave in Exile (d. Ravenna 1321)
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Hieronymus Bosch, “The Garden of Earthly Delights” (1510)

Bosch
Detail of Hell
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7 Sins:
Bosch,

“The Seven 
Deadly 
Sins”

(1475-80)
[pride, greed,
wrath, envy,

lust,
gluttony, 
and sloth]

4 Worlds:
Ibn Arabi, The Meccan Illuminations

(Futūḥāt al-Makkiyya, 1202 CE)
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9 Circles:
Inferno Quiz

David Fincher, dir., Se7en (1995)

http://www.4degreez.com/misc/dante-inferno-test.mv
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http://danteworlds.laits.utexas.edu/

http://danteworlds.laits.utexas.edu/
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Domenico Michelino, “Dante and the Three 
Kingdoms” (1465) Duomo, Florence

Nel mezzo del cammin di nostra vita
mi ritrovai per una selva oscura,

ché la diritta via era smarrita.

Ahi quanto a dir qual era è cosa dura
esta selva selvaggia e aspra e forte

che nel pensier rinova la paura!

Tant’ è amara che poco è più morte;
ma per trattar del ben ch’i’ vi trovai,
dirò de l’altre cose ch’i v’ho scorte. 

Inferno
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Gustave Doré

“The Dark 
Wood of 
Error”

(1885)

Sandow Birk’s Inferno (2007)
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“Paolo and Francesca”

“Paolo and Francesca”
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Visceral 
Games 
(2009)
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“The Forest of the Suicides”

“The Forest of the Suicides”
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What Dreams
May Come

(Ward, 1999)
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“Ugolino and Ruggieri”

Sandow 
Birk, Dante’s 
Inferno (2004)



2/27/21

14

“The Flaming Spirits of the Evil 
Counselors” (Doré/Birk)

Suicides then
and now…
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Constantine (Lawrence, 2005)
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And where exactly is Hell?

San Francisco, CA (9 Sept. 2020)
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Satan
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Austin, TX (15 February 2021)


