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Ruins of Warka, Uruk
Gilgamesh (ギルガメッシュ, Girugamesshu)

Ruins of Warka, Uruk
Gilgamesh (ギルガメッシュ, Girugamesshu)

Somehow we weathered and 
witnessed a nation that 
isn’t broken, but simply 
unfinished.

(Amanda Gorman, “The Hill 
We Climb,” January 2021)

https://richmond.la.utexas.edu/
https://richmond.la.utexas.edu/
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Intersectionality
There are no Single-Issue Lives

The ways in which oppressive institutions 
(racism, sexism, homophobia, transphobia, 
ableism, xenophobia, 

classism, etc.) are

interconnected 

and cannot be exa-

mined separately

from one another.
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Sympathy vs. Empathy
Sympathy: • Assumption we can relate to the 

difficulties that someone faces

• imagining how we think we would 
feel in a similar situation

• reliance on our own comfort or 
prior presumptions

empathy:  • recognition of someone else’s 
suffering

• connection with other human 
beings, even if their challenges are 
different from our own

• focusing on the other person’s 
experiences and perceptions

Sympathy vs. Empathy

I KNOW JUST HOW YOU FEEL AND THIS 
IS WHAT I WOULD DO IF I WERE IN 
YOUR PLACE.  DON’T WORRY YOU WILL 
GET OVER IT. I DID.

I SEE THAT YOU ARE EXPERIENCING 
SOMETHING, AND I CANNOT IMAGINE 
WHAT THAT IS LIKE.  PLEASE LET ME 
KNOW IF THERE IS ANYTHING I CAN DO 
TO HELP, INCLUDING JUST GIVING YOU 
SPACE TO DEAL WITH THINGS.
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Gilgamesh Flood Tablet (7th century BCE)

“YE Shall Know the truth and the Truth 
shall make [set] you free” 



1/21/21

5

“YE Shall Know the truth and the Truth 
shall make [set] you free” 

Miniature Limestone Cult Vessel with Two Lions 
Attacking a Bull (Warka, Iraq, 3300-00 BCE) 
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Bull’s head from 
ceremonial lyre 

(gold, lapis 
lazuli and red 
shell, c. 2600 

BCE)

And at UT…



1/21/21

7

And at UT…

Gilgamesh 
(brown 
agate) 

(3300BC-
3000BCE)
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Gilgamesh 
(brown 
agate) 

(3300BC-
3000BCE)

Gilgamesh Wrestling Lions
(3rd millennium BCE)
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Ishtar Seal 
(3rd 

millennium 
BCE)

“Lady” of 
Warka

(Limestone, 
3rd 

millenniu
m BCE)
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Gilgamesh, Enkidu, and the Bull of 

Heaven (brown agate, ca. 7th c. BCE)

Humbaba (limestone and terracota, 3rd 
millennium BCE)


